
Marriage Is G odÕs Idea
When trying to understand G odÕs will in choosing our life

partner, biblical guidance is a lifesaver.
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I
C O U LDN ÕT  H ELP IT , BU T  I RO LLED MY EYES. 
I h ad just  read t h at  sin gle people sh ould study t h e story
of Isaac an d Rebekah  to guide t h em in  ch oosin g a life
part n er. N ow, I don Õt  mean  to be cyn ical, but  h ow does
a story about  an  arran ged marriage 4,000 or so years

ago relate to Þn din g a part n er today?
If t ryin g to un derstan d G odÕs will in  gen eral is difÞcult ,

un derstan din g G odÕs will regardin g wh om we sh ould marry is
like crossin g a min e ÞeldÑ we may n ot  get  a secon d ch an ce
if we step on  on e. So for t h ose wh o desire to do it  G odÕs
way, biblical guidan ce is a lifesaver. T h at  is, of course, if we
can  Þn d it .

A n d t h e Þn din g can  be h ard. In  C h rist ian  circles, it
seems easy to Þn d on eself bombarded wit h  temperamen t
proÞles an d n ew in sigh ts from t h e world of pop psych ology.
A n d of course t h ere are man y h elpful books describin g ot h er
peopleÕs experien ces. W h ile t h ese are all in terest in g, wh ere
can  biblical guidan ce be foun d?

You may feel reluctan t  to turn  to t h e story of Isaac an d
Rebekah  for guidan ce, but  it  con tain s six prin ciples t h at  can
really h elp direct  t h e C h rist ian . C on sequen t ly, t h ese prin ci-
ples take a lot  of t h e st ress an d worry out  of won derin g if
on e is on  t h e righ t  t rack. H ere is h ow G en esis 24 presen ts it :

1 .  G od clears t h e way ah ead ( verses 6 , 7 ) . A s
A brah amÕs servan t  is about  to set  out , A brah am tells h im,
Ò[G od] will sen d h is an gel before you so t h at  you can  get  a
wife for my son Ó ( verse 7) .*  A brah am was con Þden t  n ot
simply t h at  t h e mission  would be successful, but  t h at  G od

would sen d a messen ger from h eaven  to prepare t h e way to
make it  successful. T h e servan t  did n ot  h ave to worry about
blazin g h is own  t rail. H e started h is journ ey con Þden t  t h at
G od was leadin g.

G od leads because it  is a min e Þeld out  t h ere. W e h ave to
st ruggle wit h  our own  h earts, wh ich  are un believably deceit -
ful ( Jer. 17:9) . W e also h ave to evade Satan , wh o, as Ellen
W h ite observes, Òis busily en gaged in  in ßuen cin g t h ose wh o
are wh olly un suited to each  ot h er to un ite t h eir in terests.Ó1

W h en  we get  waylaid by on e of t h e two, it  can  be
pain ful. N ot  t h at  godly relat ion sh ips are pain -free. But  mar-
riages are design ed by G od to reßect  t h e h armon y of h eaven
h ere on  eart h . If we Þn d ourselves con t in ually experien cin g
obstacles an d h urt , it  may be t ime to reassess wh o is really
leadin g up fron t .

2 . En t ru st  t h e ch oosin g to G od ( verse 1 2 ) . T h e servan t
prayed, ÒO  Lord, G od of my master A brah am, give me suc-
cess today.Ó T h e servan t  ackn owledged t h at  G od was t h e
source of h is success. T h is is h ard for us, because we really
wan t  to believe we are good at  ch oosin g for ourselves. But ,
as we can n ot  see t h e future as G od does, it  is crit ical to pin
our h opes on  H is wisdom. A s Ellen  W h ite suggests, Òa sin -
cere C h rist ian  will n ot  advan ce h is plan s in  t h is direct ion
wit h out  t h e kn owledge t h at  G od approves h is course. H e
will n ot  wan t  to ch oose for h imself, but  will feel t h at  G od
must  ch oose for h im.Ó2 T h e won derful t rut h  is t h at  G odÕs
ch oices always work for our very best . W e do n ot  h ave to
worry t h at  H e will make a mistake.
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3 . W ait  u n t il you  see t h e Òh armo-
n izat ion  prin cipleÓ ( verses 1 3 , 1 4 ) .
A brah amÕs servan t  n ow requests a sign
to con Þrm h e h as foun d t h e righ t  girl.
N ot  on ly sh ould t h e girl offer to give
h im, a st ran ger, a drin k, but  also to
water h is camels. H owever, t h e servan t
did n ot  just  ran domly ask for t h is
st ran ge sign .

Ellen  W h ite makes a sh ort  observa-
t ion  t h at  is perh aps t h e most  sign iÞ-
can t  in  t h is story: ÒIn  t h e family of h is
master h e was accustomed to t h e con -
stan t  exercise of kin d-
n ess an d h ospitalit y,
an d h e n ow asked t h at
an  act  of courtesy
migh t  in dicate t h e
maiden  wh om G od
h ad ch osen .Ó3 T h e ser-
van t  requested a sign
t h at  would sh ow if
Rebekah Õs ch aracter
would h armon ize wit h
t h e ch aracter of IsaacÕs
family. Even  more sig-
n iÞcan t , sh e would
also be h armon izin g
wit h  t h e greater pur-
poses t h at  G od h ad in
min d con cern in g t h e
coven an t  between
H imself an d A brah am.

T h is h armon izat ion
prin ciple works in  two
ways. First , it  looks for
h armon izat ion  of ch aracter an d per-
son alit y. Secon d, an d perh aps more
importan t , it  looks for h armon izat ion
of purpose. A re our values, our ambi-
t ion s, our spiritual journ eys, movin g in
t h e same direct ion ? Does t h is person
sh are in  t h e same purposes for my life
t h at  G od h as already begun  to sh ow
me? A t  t h e begin n in g, Eve was created
as a Òh elperÓ in  G odÕs purposes, n ot
just  a foot  warmer for A dam. Before
makin g an y sort  of commitmen t  to a
relat ion sh ip, we n eed to see t h is har-
monization principle workin g, part icu-
larly regardin g G odÕs purpose for our
lives.

4 . You  will recogn ize t h at  G od h as
ch osen  ( verses 2 6 , 2 7 ) . Before
Rebekah  rush es h ome to sh are h er
story, t h e servan t  Òbowed down  an d

worsh iped t h e LordÓ ( verse
26) . W h ile h e h ad n ot  yet
met  Rebekah Õs family, h e was
already con Þden t  t h at  G od
h ad ch osen . But  it  was n ot
just  t h e servan t  wh o was con -
vin ced. Mrs. W h ite n otes t h at
Ò[Rebekah ] believed, from
wh at  h ad taken  place, t h at
G od h ad selected h er to be
IsaacÕs wife.Ó4 Bot h  could see
G od at  work.

5 . H an dle sign s carefu llyÑ

watch  for  G odÕs gu idan ce to
be con firmed ( verses 3 3 -
4 9 ) . W h ile t h e servan t  h ad
asked for t h e fulfillmen t  of a
specific sign , h e did n ot  auto-
mat ically assume t h e family
would see it  h is way. Before
eat in g, h e in sisted on  describ-
in g to t h e wh ole family wh at
h ad h appen ed, an d t h en
asked for permission  to take
Rebekah  h ome. T h is was
quite un like wh at  h appen ed
at  my college. A  frien d was
approach ed by someon e wh o
was con vin ced t h at  ÒG od h as
told me we sh ould be togeth er.Ó
But  G od h ad n ot  let  an yon e
else kn ow. H owever G odÕs
direct ion  comes, it  must  be

Because we 
cannot see 

the future, itÕs 
critical to 
pin our 

hopes on H is 
wisdom.
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con t in ually con Þrmed.
6 . O t h ers will con Þrm t h at  G od

h as ch osen  ( verses 2 8 -3 1 , 5 0 , 5 1 ) .
A fter Rebekah Õs brot h er Laban  h ears
h er story, h e goes out  to meet  t h e ser-
van t , declarin g, ÒC ome, you wh o are
blessed by t h e LordÓ ( verse 31) . But
h ow did Laban  kn ow t h at  t h e servan t
wasn Õt  plan n in g an  elaborate con ?
Someh ow Laban  discern ed t h at  G od
was at  work. A  sh ort  t ime later
Rebekah Õs fat h er, Bet h uel, was told t h e
story. A gain , wh en  t h e servan t  asked
for t h eir opin ion , bot h  Bet h uel an d
Laban  replied, ÒT h is is from t h e Lord;
we can  say n ot h in g to you on e way or
t h e ot h erÓ ( verse 50) . G od was obvi-
ously workin g in  a way t h at  was evi-
den t  to t h ose aroun d. W h en  G od is at
work, godly people wh o are close to
you will be able to discern  it .

Conclusion
Marriage is G odÕs idea. To be com-

mit ted to H is direct ion  is of great
deligh t  to H im. H e will n ot  play h ard
to get . H e will n ot  deliberately lower
H is voice so t h at  it  seems garbled by
lifeÕs n oise to con fuse you. So relax. H e
desperately wan ts you to kn ow H im
an d H is will for your life. T h at  is wh y
we h ave Scripture an d t h e Spirit  to
guide us. If you lon g to kn ow H is will
in  marriage, be assured t h at  H e will
guide clearly. Because H e loves youÑ
in ten sely.

* Bible texts are from th e N ew In tern at ion al
Version .

1Ellen  G . W h ite, Testimonies for the C hurch,
vol. 2, p. 248.

2Ñ Ñ Ñ , T he Adventist H ome, p. 43.
3Ñ Ñ Ñ , Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 172.
4Ibid. , p. 173.
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