E S T Y L E

Marriage 1s G od@ |dea

When trying to understand G od@ will in choosing our life
partner, biblical guidance is a lifesaver.

BY GAVIN ANTHONY

COULDNG@ HELPIT,BUT | ROLLED MY EYES.

| had just read that single people should study the story

of Isaac and Rebekah to guidethemin choosing alife

partner. N ow, | don® mean to be cynical, but how does

asory about an arranged marriage 4,000 or so years
ago relateto bnding a partn er today?

If trying to understand G od@ will in general is difbult,
understanding G od® will regardin g whom we should marry is
like crossing amine beldN we may not get asecond chance
if we step on one. So for thosewho desireto do it G od®
way, biblical guidanceisalifesaver. That is, of course, if we
can bndit.

Andthebnding can behard. In Christian circles, it
seems easy to bnd oneself bombarded with temperament
probles and new insights from the world of pop psych ology.
A nd of coursethere are many helpful books describing other
peopleB experiences. W hilethese are al interesting, where
can biblical guidan ce be found?

You may feel reluctant totumn tothe story of Isaac and
Rebekah for guidance, but it containssix principlesthat can
really help direct the Chrigtian. C onsequently, these princi-
plestake alot of the stress and worry out of wondering if
oneison theright track. H ereishow G enesis 24 presentsit:

1. God clearstheway ahead (verses6, 7). As
A braham@ servant is about to set out, A braham tellshim,
(G od] will send his angel before you so that you can get a
wife for my son O(verse 7).* A braham was con bdent not
simply that the mission would be successful, but that G od
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would send a messenger from heaven to prepare the way to
make it successful. The servant did not have to worry about
blazing hisown trail. H e started his journey conbdent that
G od was leading.

G od leads because it isamine beld out there. W ehaveto
struggle with our own hearts, which are unbelievably deceit-
ful (Jer. 17:9). W e also have to evade Satan, who, as Ellen
W hite observes, Qs busily engaged in inRuencing those who
arewholly unsuited to each other to unitetheir interests.G

W hen we get waylaid by one of the two, it can be
painful. N ot that godly relationships are pain-free. But mar-
riages are designed by G od to reRect the harmony of h eaven
here on earth. If we Pnd ourselves contin ually experiencing
obstaclesand hurt, it may betimeto reassesswho is really
leading up front.

2. Entrust thechoosingto God (verse12). The servant
prayed, @ Lord, G od of my master A braham, give me suc-
cesstoday.OT he servant acknowledged that G od wasthe
source of his success. Thisishard for us, because we really
want to believe we are good at choosing for ourselves. But,
aswe cannot seethefuture as G od does, it is critical to pin
our hopeson Hiswisdom. A sEllen W hite suggests, Gasin-
cere Chrigtian will not advancehisplansin thisdirection
without the knowledgetha G od approveshis course. H e
will not want to choose for himself, but will feel that G od
must choose for him.& Thewon derful truth isthat G od®
choices always work for our very best. W edonot haveto
worry that H e will make a mistake.
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3. Wait until you seetheOharmo-  worshiped the LordO(verse
nization principled (verses 13, 14). 26). W hilehehad not yet
A breham@ servant now requestsasign ~ met Rebekah @ family, he was
toconbrmhehasfound theright girl. already conbdent that G od

N ot only should the girl offer to give had chosen. But it wasnot
him, astranger, adrink, but also to just the servant wh o was con -
water his camels. H owever, the servant vinced. Mrs. W hitenotesthat
didnot just randomly ask for this (JRebekah] believed, from
strange sign. what had taken place, that
Ellen W hite makes ashort observa- G odhad selected her to be
tion that is perhapsthe most signib- Isaac wife.( Both could see
cant in thisstory: Gn thefamily of his G od a work.
master he was accustomed to the con- 5. Handle signs carefullyN

sant exercise of kind-
ness and hospitality,
and henow asked that
an act of courtesy

might indicatethe Because we
maiden whom G od

had chosen.& The ser-

vant requested asign CannOt See
tha would show if

Rebekah @ character the fUture, ’t@

would harmonize with

the character of |saac® Cr’t’Cd tO

family. Even more sig-

nibcant, she would [

also be harmonizing p’n OUf
with the greater pur-

posesthat God had in hOp% On H ’S

mind concerning the .

covenant between Sd

Himself and A braham. wisaom.
Thisharmonization

principle works in two

ways. Firgt, it looks for

harmonization of character and per- watch for GodB guidanceto |
sonality. Second, and perhaps more be confirmed (verses 33-
important, it looks for harmonization 49). W hilethe servant had

of purpose. A re our values, our ambi- asked for the fulfillment of a

tions, our spiritual journeys, moving in specific sign, he did not auto-
the same direction? Does this person matically assume the family
sharein the same purposes for my life would see it hisway. Before
that G od has already begun to show eating, heinsisted on describ-
me? At thebeginning, Evewas created  ingto the whole family what

asa MelperOin G od® purposes, not had happened, and then
jugt afoot warmer for A dam. Before asked for permission to take
making any sort of commitment to a Rebekah home. Thiswas
relationship, weneed to seethis har- quite unlike what happened
monization principle working, particu- at my college. A friend was
larly regarding G od® purpose for our approach ed by someone who
lives. was convinced that G5 od has
4. You will recognizethat Godhas  told mewe should betogether.O
chosen (verses26, 27). Before But Godhadnot let anyone
Rebekah rusheshometo shareher else know. H owever G od®
story, the servant (howed down and direction comes, it must be
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continually conprmed.

6. Otherswill conbrmthat God
has chosen (verses28-31, 50, 51).
A fter Rebekah @ brother Laban hears
her story, he goes out to meet the ser-
vant, declaring, € ome, you who are
blessed by the LordO(verse 31). But
how did Laban know that the servant
wasn® planning an elaborate con?
Someh ow Laban discernedthat God
was a work. A short time later
Rebekah @ fath er, Bethuel, wastold the
sory. A gain, when the servant asked
for their opinion, both Bethuel and
Laban replied, O hisis from the Lord;
we can say nothing to you one way or
the otherO(verse 50). G od was obvi-
oudly working in away that was evi-
dent tothosearound. W hen G od is at
work, godly people who are closeto
you will be ableto discern it.

Conclusion

Marriage is G od8 idea. To be com-
mitted to H is direction is of great
delight toH im. Hewill not play hard
toget. H ewill not deliberately lower
Hisvoicesothat it seems garbled by
lifeB noiseto confuse you. Sorelax. H e
desperately wantsyou to know Him
and Hiswill for your life. That iswhy
we have Scripture and the Spirit to
guide us. If you long to know H iswill
in marriage, be assured that H e will
guide clearly. Because H e loves youN
intensely.

*BibletextsarefromtheN ew International
Version.

‘Ellen G. W hite, Testimonies for the C hurch,
vol. 2, p. 248.

2NN N, T he Adventist H ome, p. 43.

3N N N, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 172.

“Ibid., p. 173.

G avin Anthony pastors the

H ove and Worthing Seventh- § = =
day Adventist churches on L &
the coast of southern ﬁ
England. - .

ILLUSTRATION BY RALPH BUTLER

ADVENTIST REVIEW, JANUARY 13, 2000 (73) 25



